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Shewed 1n a, Letter to a Friend; *- © 


Do now according to iy Fromile ſend y.,uthis Wiiting ro juſtify the Aſſers 
tion] poncernnbg the Novelty of the DoQtineof Tranſubſtantjation,  .. 
wherein (it: yay are not bl.nded by Prejudice and Implicite Faith, the fatal | 
cauſesjof « 7 WREſ Error inthe Roman Church) youm:y plainly ſce that the © 
Primitive Fathers were yr from holding Tranſubſtantiation, that they believed \ 
is "GrecTcontrany'; .1n ws have from the Writings of the Fathers ſo many”. 
Pp ain-places nmr 6 ra” -2 Tranſubſtantietion that we :annot conceive © 
how it came ho (NE 27.Of n © Jar not withſtarling the Pupilts pretence to. 
Antiquity 1n tins polnt, WE mn a ſerious trial they are mecr Gibeor.i:es, 
who have made uſe of their moldy Brea, 1 4 1 G » 
| 2 Lf-2T oioduce:th Ciout:i Shoes to deceive the Peo- i 
pleof the Lord. BurbeforeT produce thergg;,, 1, nd Sence of the Fathers - 
L will firſt lay down the Doctrine of the gp © eh: 2s of 
Rome, as It was eſtabliſhed by th Coun ,/ Trent * Concil. Trid. $:{.13. C.46. 
pix” That there is 4 converſion off the whole jr.g, . 9: 3 45 ny 
of Bread and'Vine to the ſubſtance of Chriſts ., Wd | "x | 
>. words of Conſecrations' And that the Fathers 1;pt might compel all, m _ 
© > fſentto-this monſtrons DoRtine;they have add: De LEY 
+ 10 afſeurro'this monſtrous DoStineghey have add. (50 ee; NA 
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Words, viz. If any man ſhall ſay that in the Sacrament of the Sacred Encharif, 


curſed: Conci). Trid. de Tranſub, Can. 2, How contrary this Doctrine ts to 
the belief of the Primitive Fathers 1 ſhi nowſhew you, 


And the firſt ſhall name is Dyoniſius Areopagita who was St: Pauls Diſciple, 
and lived about the firſt Century, . who diltinguſhing between the ſubitantial 
Signs and Chriſt ſignified Þy them, expreſics himſelf in 

Eccle/. Hierarch, cav. 2, theſe words, B y thoſe reverend Signs and $Ymbols Chrift 
| 5 ſignified, and the Faithful made partakers of him... Y. u 
ſce what this Saint believed ; he held not that Chriſt in this Sacrament was (acri- 
ficed unto his Fat1er, but calls the Sacrament a Typical or ſymbolical Sacr'fice, 


Bel. lib, 2..de Euch.c, 154 thatthe great Cardinal Bellarmine confeſſes that Dyo- 

My niſius calls the Sacrament-an Antitype even after Con- 
" fecraion;. fo that by the Confeſſion of our Adverfaries, this Primitive Saint 
"js allowed to be on our (ide, for he calls the Elements of Bread and Wine 
| Signs and Symbols even after Conſecration. 


1636s. Chriſt ſays expreſly, That our blood. and fleſh are 
o. nouriſhed by the converſion of that food which we 
- TEGELVE 3 the Enchariſt. The next I ſhallname is Tertullian, who lived about the 


 Aﬀgverſus Marcin |, 4+.c. 4+ Chrift taking the bread, and diſtriburing it. to bis 
Lib. de Anima p. 319. Diſciples made it his body, ſaying, This is my Body, 
| | that is to ſay, a figure of my Bod 3 And ellewhere 
arguing againſt the Sceptick, who denied the certainty of Sence, he uſeth this- 
| + Argument, That if we queſtion our Sences, we may Aubt whether our Bleſſed 
k ' Saviour 145-not deceived in what he heard, and (©, 4nd touched ; be might 
. - | (Gays be) be deceivedin the voice from beaven, 5 #1e ſmell of the Ointment with 


- Conſecrated in remembrance of his Blood : 4? that it ſeems we are to truſt our. 
 Sences, even in the matter of the Sar<PEnts and if that be true the doGrine 
+ +. of Tranſubſtantiation iggertainly fal#- 
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era Morcien). with "Ran, calls the Bread and the Challice, 
Sy "the #486 of the body and blood of Chrifl, and ſo_. 
| + ft -the very natural body and blood of. C brift 
- 6: -A4ndinanother place he ſaith, That which is con- 
4 (AM Y GUTTHOrd end Projer, a0 the mater 


there remains the ſubſlance of Bread and Wine after Conſecration let him be ac- 


that is, a Figure or Stgn of it; this is ſo plain an inſtance, 


Lypol. 2: p. 98; Edits Paris: Fuſtin Martyr who lived about the 150th year of 


200th year of Chrilt ; Ter;ullians wordsare theſe, _ 


rwhich he 1was anointed againſt his burial, ay 9! *he tafte of the Wine which he © 


P © origes who lived much abour the; ſame time _ 


L 3) 


of it; go#th into the belly and 35 yoided into the draught. ' Cardinal Perroy- is-{a 
angry at Origen for this ſaying, that he ſays he talks like a Heretick in this place, 
What can be more plain than what St. Ambroſe | | 
ſays on this occalion, his words are theſe, The ge Sacra. 1. 4. c. te 
Bread and Wine are what they were and yet-are | | 
changed into another thing, Theodoret ſpakes more «ial. 1. c, 18. 
planely yet, even to the philoſophy of this Ques | bk 
tion, Chriſt (ſays he) honoured the ſymbols and the i: 2. c: 24. 
ſigns with the title of his body and blood, net chang- © 
ing the nature, but to nature adding grace, for neither do the myſtical frgns recede 
from their nature, for they abide in their proper ſubſtance, figure & form, and may be 
ſeen & toucht. Enuſebius Gaith, That Chriſt gave his OY SOT, 
Diſciples the [ymbols of divine Occonomy, command- demonit, Evang.. 1.1, c. I, 
ing the Image and type of bis body to be made, 
St. Gregory Nazianen ſpakes ſo expreſly in this Orar. 2. in Paſch. 
mattcr, asif he had purpoſely undertaken the con- £ 
fucation of the DoEtrine of Tranſubſtantiation z now (ſays he) we ſhall be par: 
takers of the Paſchal Supper, but (till in a Figure, though mare.clear than in the 
old Law, for the Legal Paſſover (1 will not be afraid to ſpeak of it) was amore 
obſcure Figure of a Figure. | | : _— 
St, Auflin, who is juſtly eſteemed the Oracle of the Latin Fathers and Wel» * 2 
tern Churches, ſays, That indeed this is a miſerable : IE _— 
bondage of the Soul, to take ihe Signs in ſtead of the 4" we Corifians (3. 
things ſignified : But more purticularly this great 50 75 
DoRtor and Saint brings in Chriſt thus ſpeaking to 
his Diſciples, viz, © Youare not to eat this Body in Pal. 98. 
&« which you ſee, or to drink that Blood which my | 
« Crucifiers ſhall puur forth, I have commended to youthe Sacrament, which 
* being ſpiritually underſtood, ſhall quicken you, And elſewhere he ſaith, 
«« Chriſt brought themte a Banquet, in which he 
«© commended to his. Diſcoles the Figure of his cont. Adamant. c. 12, 
« Body and Blood, for he 84 not doubt to fay, 4621 
« This is my Body, when he gi« the tignot his Body. And in anotherplace - 
he expreſſes himſelf much plainer iy theſe words, DSL 
4 How ſhzll.I lay hold on him Wh: js abſent 2 # Joh. TraR.$0; 


« and rouch him who fits thete? ſend th, x41 thither ( ſaith:be) and] 200” 
* baſt him ſure, - 2 Hd _ 
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* *T'was well for this Holy Father that he lived long before the Councils of 


Lateran and Trent, or elſe he had been certainly condemned for a Heretick, 
for never did any man talk more like a Proteſtant than ke, | 


St. Chryſoftom ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe in theſe 
in 1 Cor, cap, 10. words, What is that which the Bread ſignifies? the 
Body of Chriſt, ,you ſee, he calls it Br:ad, and ſays it 
ſignifieth the body of Chriſt. And'in. another place 
Chryſ. & Cxſar. Monach, he ſays, That after Conſecration the Bread 1s wor- 
thy of the name of the Body of Chriſt, although the 

nature of the Pread remains flill in it. 
Macar, Homil. 2.7. St. Macarius, Scholar to St. Anthony, faith, That 
in the Charch Bread and Vine are offered; the Type 
of his Fliſh and Blood, and they who are pattakers of the viſible bread do ſpiritually 
eat the fleſh of the Lord. 2” 
No man expreſſes himſe:{ more p'ainly in this 
de duabus nat, in Chrifto cont, Matter thin Pope Galatius, whoſe words are theſe, 
Euich. e& Neſt. p.233. Baſ- The Sacraments which we receive of the Body and 


ed. 1528. Blood: of Chriſt are a divine thing, by means whereof 


we are made partakers of the Divine Nature, and 
yet the ſubſtance of Bread and Wine doth not ceaſe to be: |t it be here anſwered, 
that .ſ.cr Popes have declared otherwiſe, I h-ve bur 2ne requeſt to defire of them, 
viz, to make it appear that when two P. pe« (hill detcrmin both parts of a Con- 
tradiction to be true, they bothare infallible in ſo doing, | 


I might quote St. Cyprian, St. Baſil, St. Hierom, Hillary, Fuigentixs, Tſidore, 
Heſychius, and many others of note who lived within 8co years of Chriſt ; 
but thoſe I have produced are ſufficient for particular inftarces; to all which [ 
may add the Suffrage of a whole Cound held at Conſteniinople, Anno 75 4. 
(which Cauncil conden:ned the uſe of Imzges) (Mak that) wherein it was 
maintaired, thar'Chriſt ch.ſeno other Sh-p: or T/Pe under Heaven to repre- 
ſent his Incarnation by, bur the Sxcrament, whic! he delivered to his Miniſters, 
for a Type, and m {t *{-& 1a] Commemon®'0n there. f, commandirg the 
ſubſtance of Bre:d and Whne to be offered : Theſe Afſertions are to be found 
in the Third Tome of the Sixth Action che ſecond Council of Nice. 


Thus Sir, -youſee plainly that the Jcltef of the Elements remaining Bread 
21d Wine after Cunſ: cr: tion, was t'r conſtant Doctrine of the Chriſtian C -urch; 
' for 700 years after Civrilt 5 and -aceably continued (2 inthe Latin or Roman 


— Church, till Paſcheſis Radh © 


(ho ivedabour the year of our Lord 850) 
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firſt broached the: new DoQtinegf the ſame:Bodyof Chriſt being in the Gicra?. 


ment, which was'b6tn of the Bleſſed Virgin ;  but-# aſchafiue uncet with'- great 
Oppolition. from the moſt Learned Divines'of that Age, particularly from 
'Fobn Sc0tus- or Erigems, whoatthercquelt of CateluiCalpm (in whoſe Court 
he then lived) delivered his Opinion, ' which was diret contrary- to the Judg- 
ment of Paſchaſins, for Scorus affirmcd,,.'Fhet there 104510 ſubſtantial Change, 
andthat the Sacrament was only 4 bgre Commemoration of the:Bodp and:Beod of 
Chrift ; Whereas Paſchaſucs aſlexted,., That rhy;very ſame Body of Chriſt which 
was bern of the Bleſſed Virgin, was inviſibly. preſent under the , Acidents. of Bread 
and Wine : And that Scots ſet himſelf to prove from the Fathers, that what was 
conſecrated onthe Altar was not true'y and.really the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
Aſcelinuſbews us in his. Epiſtle 10: Berengerius;; { bur this Jeegfnent-cf , Sch 
not ſtopping the growing Miſchief, and 3,$Qh4m, being likely to' break our in 
the Weltern Church..- Careluw.. Calvus being defixgus.to compote the Niffe- 

rences of the Church, (ends to Bertram an eminent : - 
and learned Divine. of that Age,- to deliver his BerrodeCorprey Sarg:Dom. 
Jadgmenr in this inatter, 'n:1ne!y, Whether the EY | 
Body and Blood of Chriit, which in the Chutch is reecived. by gle Mauath,of 
the Faithful, be celebrated in a Myltery orin Truth, and whetherit be the ſame - 
Body which was born bf Mary? To wuich Bercram returns this anſrer, That 
the Bread and Wine are the Body and Blood of Chrift figmatively ; and -that this 
Body ts the Pledg, and the Figure »* the other very natural Body, that the ſubſtance 
of the Creatares, thas which they ere before Conſecration, the ſame arexhey al» 


_ ſoafter, And much moretothe ſane purpoſe, all which: he proves by Scrip- 


ture and Fathers 3 and adireſſirg- himfelf ro Carolus. Calvus; be ſays, Tour 
Wiſdom moſt excellent Prince may perceive that I have prevcd by the Teflimonies 

of Scripture and Fathers (mark that) That the Bread which is called Chrifts Body, 
and the Cup whichis called bis Blood, is a Figure becauſeit-is a Mflery, Thus 
fir did- that learned, Divite aſſert the.ancicnt DoR: ne of the Church againſt 
the new Dodtrine of Tranſultaniaion ?.andas he condemned Paſehsſis, fo 
likewiſe he did Scotus, becaule te wculdallow no Myſtery : For Bertram { iS, 
To.what purpoſe &id Chrift promiſe %is Fleſh to be the Food of his People, which be- 

ing not to be underſtood Carnally and Literally muſt have a Spiritual Signification, 
ſo that tho as to their outward appeatarre the Sacramental *Eliments gre Figures, 
ot according ts the Inviſible. Porper and EV-1cy they are the. Body and Blgod of 
Cbrift : Whichis the D. Ctrine cf our. Chuch, . Of the ſame Opinion with 

Bertram was RebannsMaurus thegeatelt D.v1e of h's age, who wrete his 

Epiſtle to Egelo 2g4inſt them who had lately bi ,cheq that Dc&rine (wark 

that) That the body of Chriſt in the Sacrament 451... yepy Cane which was bor 
of the bleſſed Virgin, 45 appears by bis Epiſtle to Herea.ys Fit extant, ave 
nn Ng 


-  . beſeechyou) He would h: © Very man leftro his liberty, as M 
the Council of Lateran *Orefore-ir ie nin. «hoe 7- *fn Neining, je was no 


[6] 
this Doctrine'of 'Tranſubftantiation was bur. lately broached in the Weſtern 
Church, in Rabanw his Time, - ſo *tis certain it continued but a diſputable Que- 
fitoy, evenin the ninth and tenth Ages of the Church, and did not compleat- 
ly become an Article of Faith till a thouſand Years after Chriſt, So that it was 
near three hundred years beforethis miſ-ſhapen Monſter of Tranſubſtantiation 
cond be completly licked into that rediculous Form it now bears inthe Church 


of Rome; '- And whit is very remaikible,: 'ris certain that divers eminent Do» 


Qors of theRoman Church hayeexpreſſed themſelves diſſatisfied concerning itz 
even {inceithas been decreed a8 an Article of Fath 


| | Durandus as good a Catholick, and as famous a 
 Txi1:4. ſent, diff. 11.9. 1, ' DoGorasany of Rome, profeſſed publickly, That 

DER. ©. © '  »  EyenafterConſecrationtheyery matter of Bread re- 
 Mained, ' Cardinal Cajetan ſays, That Tranſubſiantiation cannot be proved by 
© Seripture, Fiſher agaiaſt the Captivity of Babylon 
 Aptd Suar. Tz. Diſp.46; fays, That ns man can prove by the words of the 
Si Goſpel that any Prieſt mm theſe Days doth Conſecrate 
the Body avd Blood of. Chriff. | 


ME CITE Petrus ab Alliaco, Cardinal of Cambray fays, 
In4. Sent. 9.6, Art, 2. That the Dodrine of the ſubſtance of Bread and Fine 

TREE remaining after Conſecration, is more eaſy and free 
from Abſurdity, morevational, and no way *erugnant to the Authority of Scrip- 


tre ;- 147 mare, That for the other Dodirine, viz, of Tranſubſtantiation, there -— 


#6 18 evidence in Scripture, 


Gabriel Biel, another Schoolman and Divine 
"in Cannon, Miſſ. Led. of their Church, ingenically confeſſes, That «s 
40, | 10 any thing expreſſed #» the Cannon of the Scrip- 
thres, 4 Man may beli-ve that the ſubStance of Bread 
and Wine doth ren«in after Conſecration: 

| Fraſmw, who lived and died in the Comwunion of the Reman'Church, and 
who was as «ll acquainted with the Antient Fa- 
i 1 Bpiſt. 8d Cor.c. 7. thers as ar/ Man, doth confeſs, That it was late 
before 1's Church defined Tranſubſtantiation, un- 

known tniothe Antients, both na"* and thing, | 
Towſal de Sacramentis ſays, £hatit had been better to have left every man to 
| Þis ownconjeture, a5 they wr® before the Council 7A Lateran. ( Mark that I 
tberty, as Men were before 


A 
- 
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Article of Faith before that Countil : > T'6 this purpoſe I have read of an expre(- 
fron of B.ſhop TenſtaPs of- Durham"who- died in-the Ronnan Communion, yix, 
1f he had been Chaplain 16" the Pope be would baye' begged on his knees that he. 
would not define Tranſubſtantiation, 4s knowing it would tend to the breach of the 
| peace of the Church,, Tadeed it is very pleaſant to obſerve how ſome of their 

late Witters co handle this SubjeR; they are ſo perplexed, about it, as if they 
_ a Wolf .by the Ears, they cannot tell how to hold it, and they are afraid. to 
& rg. 2-120 EN op A eee” rat 


Now, S'r,.let me beg of youto obſerve, That norational man can imgine 
F-- theſe learned Men of the Chureh of Rewe would ever have granted the 
| Antient Fathers to have been ſtrangers to this Dodttine of Franſubſtantiation, 


had they chought'it ro have been the perperuaFbelief of the Church, 


Up2n the whole matter then, you ſee what the Primitive Fathers of the - 
_ Chrittian Church have believed and taught for above feven hundred years after 
Chriſt ; They held that the Bread and Wine in the Sacrament remain what they 
were before Conſecration, that, that whichis ſcen-on the Holy Table is Bread, - 
that the ſubſtance of Bread and Wine does not ceaſe to be, that the Elements 
are Types, Symbols, . and Figures;of Chriſts Body and Blood, and if they ſay - 
true, *tis evident then that the Dodtrin of Tranſubſtantiation is anew inven- 
tion, not{o much as broacht gill -bove ſeven hundred years after Chriſt; *. 2, If 
this be the uninterrupted Dotiue of the Primitive Fathers which I-have now 
7 alledged, then this ought to caution you andall others againſt the Rhetorical Ex- 

wellons of ſome of theſe Fathers I now have Quoted, whereby: they- call the 
Sacrament the Body and Blood of Chriſt, for we believe it is ſo; but then 
the Queſtion is, after what manner it is ſo; whether aſter the manner of the 
Fleſh, or afterthe mannerof Spiritual Grace, and Sacramental Conſequence ; _ 
We of the Reformed Churches of theſe, Natiqns, withthe Primitive Fathers, 
believe aid hold the Latter; the Church of Rome. the former; againſt the. 
Words of Scripture, the Doarineof the Primitive Church, the nature and de-- 
ſign of all Sacraments. 


And therefore to worſhip the Hoſt a»the Papifts do, muſt needs be groſs. - 
and damnable Idolatry, and io be abhorre4 of all thoſe who have a care of 
their Salvation, The moſt Learned of the Ptviſts do confeſs, that if the ſub- -- 

| Ranceof Bread and Wine do remain after Conlecation , the Worſhippers of the -— 
Holt are as great Idolaters as they who worſhip a Red Cloth. -. - £8 
2 Indeed the moſt ingenious Perſons ofthe RomanClurch begin to be ſo ſenſible ©”, 
L - © of the pernicious conſequences of Tranlubſianzation, thgt rhey would be glad | 
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30 -be rid of it if they could ; but the Cond! of Trent, by making of i it 216 Jed >. ® 
fary andefſential Article of F a'th,. has tied it fo faſt to all Perſons of that Come. ' +400 
munion, that now they cannot part with'it if. they. wouldz, it is (to uſe. the! "= 
words of a late | ingenious Writer) like Breat Milſtone hung about the neck of 1 
Popery, which will certainly uk it at the aſt, | 


 Youſee, Sirs this coſe is ſo plain chat Fe - atd no more then to expaſe ir to 
publick view without the help of Dr. Thomas Gaudine's Legiſlative Gothick, 
or the addition of 4 Finger in the Margent topeint to the Words, for any one of leſſer © 
parts and more ſincerity than. he, that runs may read them. 
As for your good opinion of Dr Stillingfleet and Dr. Tillotſon, I muſt Gy? cis but 
what they deſerye : They. have indeed baffled cur Adverſarics of Rome, event. 
te the filencing of all that party's; I muſt confeſs I an not worihy to give aty- 
zult Character of thoſe two great Lights of our Church, therefore 1 will be ſpar- 
ing of my cold Commendation, however, thus much I will venture-to ſay, 
T hat whatever thanks or entertainment. they have met with in this Age, Iam 
ſure in the'next their Memories. will, be, /precious, and their name as far above. 
detraQion, ; as their Parts and Learning are Done: the reach of their Enemies: @% 
| So Iconclude, : hag onion Biogas bet ns ; .* 17 "1 


wv 


Tour humble Servaiit. 
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